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But to do Good, and to Communicate forget not, 
ſor with uch Sacrifices God i well pleaſed. 


are, at this time, (by the Appointment 
* Jof our Church J commemorating the 
F Relurredion of our Lord and Saviour 
SS ] us CHxrisT from the Dead; a 
Tranſaction of ſuch infinite Concern to 
us Chriſtians, in all its Conſequences, that we may 
well take up St. Peters Words upon another Occa- 
fron, and ſay, Lord, it is good for us to be here. It 
is good, and profitable, and delightful for us to ſtay 
a while, and let our Thoughts dwell ſome time lon- 
ger upon the Glorious Subject. We are hereby now 
aſſured, that He, in whom we Believe, was that true 
Meſſias, the eternal Son of Gob, who from the very 
beginning was promiſed ſhould come into the World 
for the Salvation of Mankind, ſeeing that tho He was 
_ crucified thro* weaknefs, being in his humane Nature 
liable to Death, yet was He by bis Reſurre@ion again 
from the dead, declared to be the Son of God with 


Power, 


power, Rom. i. 4. Now we know, to our eternal 
Comfort, that an entire Satisfaction was made to the 
infinite Jaſtice of God for our Sins, by his Sufferings 
and Death, ſince he has, in fo glorious a manner, rai- 
ſed up our Surety from the Prifon of the Grave, and 
declared all the Obligations, to which he had bound 
himſelf on our ſcore, to be acquitted ; fince he has 
diſcharged him, who undertook thoſe Obligations, 
with fo remarkable an inſtance of his Favour. 
Now as we ought to look with Shame and Sor- 
row, towards thoſe diſmal Sufferings, to which the 
innocent Son of God was expos'd for our fakes; and 
to be ſeiz'd with trembling, and to abhor all manner 
of Sin, when we conſider how forlorn and wretched 
he was made, when he vouchſafed to take upon him 
our Guilt, at what vaſt expence he was to pay our 
Scores, and how much it coſt him to redeem our 
Souls from the Mifery which our Sins had deſerved; 
ſo, on the other fide, may we rejoice with Joy un- 
| ſpeakable and full of Glory, when we behold the 
Triumphs of our Conquering Redeemer, and conſider 
how the Devil, that ſtrong one, is now diſarmed, 
| ſpoil'd and vanquiſh'd; how Death itſelf is now ſlain, 
its Sting pull'd out, and all its Terrors quelI'd ; how 
Death is made the way to Life, and the dark and 
noiſome Grave the paſſage to a glorious Immortality: 
Since now we know, and are fully aſſur d, that as in 
Adam all die, even ſo in Chrift ſhall all be made alive, 
1 Cor. 
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1 Cor. xv. 22. He who is our Head is riſen from the 
dead, and become the Firſt-fruits of them that ſlept, 
and we that are his Members (hall all certainly fol- 
low him in our order. 

Bur then, further we ought to conſider, that as 
the Reſurrection of CHR is r is deſervedly a matter 
of great Joy to us, in that it aſſures us of our own 
 Refurreftion hereafter; ſo ſhould it remind us of a- 
nother thing alſo of equal conſ:quence to us, with 
the Reſurrection itſelf; and that is, that we prepare 
our ſelves for it in ſuch a manner, while we live in 
this World, as may make it truly joyful to us. For 
our Saviour himſelf hath told us, that a Reſurrection 
will be very different to ſome Perſons, from what it 
will be to others; to ſome a matter of eternal Joy, 
and to others of eternal Miſery, Jobn v. 28, 29. The 
bour is coming, in the which all that are in the Graves 
ſball hear his voice, and ſhall come forth, they that 
have done Good, the very thing I am going to treat of, 
unto the reſurreFion of Liſe; and they that have done 
Evil, and they that have done no Good, which is 
much the ſame thing in God's eſteem, rento the reſur- 
rell ion of Damnation. 5 

A Hol Life, adorn'd and perfected with all 
manner of Chriſtian Graces, of Humility, Reſignati- 
on and Devotion towards God; of Juſtice, Mercy, 
and Charity towards our Neighbours; of Sobriety, 

Temperance, and Purity towards ourſelves, and ſuch 
Mrs 
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like ; This is what God and our Saviour interprets 
to be doing Good, and requires of us to fit and pre- 


pare us for the better Reſurrection, That to Life and 
Happineſs, and Glory everlaſting. This the primitive 
Chriſtians did well conſider, and when they ſaluted 
one another with this Saying, Chri#t is Riſen, did 


thereby intend to remind one another, how innocent, 


how pure, how charitable, how holy in all manner 
of Converſation and Godlineſs they ought to be, that 
they might be the Children of the Reſurrection. 

To treat of all theſe in general, would be too large 
2 Subje& to be entred upon at this time. But my 
Text, and the preſent Solemnity directing me to the 


Conſideration of one of them in Particular, that of 


Charity and Beneficence towards others, I crave your 


Patience, while I treat of it in the moſt uſeful man- 


ner that I can. But to do Good and to Communicate 


| forget not, for with ſuch Sacrifices God is well pleaſed. 


IN the Words are Two Things contained, 
 Firft, A Duty enjoined, That of Doing Good and 


| Communicating, both ſignifying the ſame thing, viz. 
being Charitable to the Diſtreſſed and Miſerable, 


aſſiſting them in their Wants, and relieving their 
Neceſſities. For ſo Works of this nature are inScri- 
pture, by way of peculiar Eminency, termed Good 
Works, v2 to Do 


Good. 
Secondly, 
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Secondly, An eſpecial Motive to the exerciſe of 
this Duty, Becauſe with ſuch Sacrifices God is well 
pleaſed. Charity and Beneficence have both the Name 
and Nature of a Sacrifice. They are called by 
St. Paul, Phil. iv. 18. Odours of 4 ſweet ſmell, Sa- 
 erifices acceptable and well-pleaſing to God. Nay, 
in his Eſteem, they do far ſurpaſs all other the moſt 
coſtly Sacrifices; he flights and rejects them, when 
brought in Competition with theſe; I will hau⸗ 
Mercy, ſays he, and not Sacrifice; that is, rather 
than Sacrifice. All other Oblations did at the beſt 
but ſignify a readineſs to render a due Homage to 
GoD; theſe do really and immediately perform it; 
and therefore are declared by him to be of the ut- 
moſt availure towards the Expiation of Guilt, and 
moſt effectual for the obtaining his Mercy and Fa- 
vour. And again, well may this fort of Sacrifice 
be moſt acceptable to Go b, on this account alſo, as 
Charity towards his poor diſtreſſed Creatures, is all 
the return that we can poſſibly make to him for all 
the Mercies and Benefits we have received from him. 
For as Elipbasz ſays, we cannot be profitable unto 
God, Job xxii. 2. He therefore takes our Charity to 
them as done unto himſelf, and has, in his holy 
Word, made himſelf our Debter for the repayment 
of it. He that bath pity upon the Poor, lendeth un- 
to the Lord, and that which be hath given will be 
— par 
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pay bim again, Prov. xix. 17. We hereby expreſs 


our Gratitude to him in the beſt manner we are able, 
while we ſhow ourſelves to have a compaſſionate 
Concern for them, for whom he has always declar'd 
himſelf to be moſt tenderly concern'd, vis. the Poor 
and Needy, the Diſtreſſed and Miſerable. 

As to the Firft of theſe, the Duty here enjoyned, 
it is ſo plain, and ſo well underſtood by every body, 
that I Thall not need to uſe many Words to make it 
more plain to you. There are none but know well 
enough, what it is to be Compaſſionate and Merciful, 
Charitable and Beneficent to others, to ſuccour their 
Wants, and relieve their Neceſſities, when they have 
2 good Inclination to do it. That is the chief thing 
which is too too often wanting, when there is both 
opportunity offered for it, and ability ſufficient for 
the performance of it. And therefore, that I may 
promote That in every one of us here preſent, what 
I chiefly intend to do at this time ſhall be, 

IN Ye Second place, To lay before you ſome of 
thoſe Motives to the exerciſe of this moſt excellent 
Duty, which appear to me moſt conſiderable, and 
to preſs them upon you with all the affectionateneſs 
I am able. I am well aware how frequently This 
has been done before, upon the ſame ſolemn Occafion; 
and we ſhall, by and by, ſeethe admirable effects of it, 
in thoſe Great and Noble Charities which will this 

| Day 
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Day be commemorated before you. But yet, ſince 
there never will be wanting Occafions for the Repe- 
tition of Charities of the ſame kind ; nor, I hope, 
Perſons of the ſame Great Abilities and Generous 
Diſpoſitions to perform them, it can never be 1m- 
proper to ſet before Men the Motives and Obligati- 
ons to Charity and Doing Good; which, as they wil 
afford a ſecret Satisfaction to thoſe who have been fb 
wiſe for their own Good and Happineſs, as to be 
exerciſed therein; fo may alſo proye a powerful In- 
citement to others, to follow them in the fame ex- 
cellent practice. 

Now the Firſt Motive to it, which I ſhall take 
notice of, ſhall be this. We are directed and engaged 
to it, by the Frame and Conſtitution of our Na- 
tures, as we are Men. 

Tux infinitely wiſe and good Author and Con- 
triver of our Natures, as He has made us all of one 
Blood, ſo has He interwoven into the Frame of every 
one of us, a common ſoftneſs and tendency towards 
each other, to be ready on all Occafions to exert it- 
ſelf in Compaſſion and Pity towards thoſe that are in 
Diſtreſs. However different Mens Tempers and 
Inclinations are in other things, yet in this they all 
agree, that Pity and Aſſiſtance is due to the Unfor- 
tunate and Miſerable. Such have always an Adve- 
cate pleading for them in the Breafts of all Men. 

B 2 The 


22 
The fight of a very calamitous Objed, do what we 
can, will raiſe in our Bowels towards it. 
We cannot help, but our Minds will be diſtur- 
bed at the report of any grievous Misfortune be- 
falling another; and it will be apt to draw Com- 
paſſion, and even Tears from us, tho we know our- 
ſelves not concern d in the event of it. 

TRESsE Affections are moſt apparent indeed in 
the beſt Natures, but neither can the worſt entirely 
put them off, till by vicious and lewd Courſes they 
have defac'd thoſe Impreſſions of Goodneſs which 
were originally ſtamp'd on their Minds, and tranſ- 
form'd themſelves into Creatures more favage than 
the Beaſts of the Deſarts. And till, after all, when 
they have done the utmoſt violence to their natural 
Inclinations, they yet find ſome ſtruglings in their 
awn Conſciences, whenever they are Inhumane, 
Cruel, or Unmerciful ; and can complain freely 
enough of others that are fo. And if at any time 
they fall into any Calamities themſelves, do expect 
Succour from others in their Afflictions, and think 


it very hard, and even unnatural, in thoſe who are yy 


fo hard-hearted as to deny it to them. 

WHEREAS, on the contrary, nothing has fo 
grateful and amiable an Aſpect, as the practice of 
Beneficence and Doing Good. This, at firſt fight, 
gains the ** and approbation of all Men: 
Every 
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Every body loves and values him that is a commorr 
Patron and Benefactor to Mankind. Even thoſe who 
have the moſt narrow and contracted Souls, cannot 
chooſe but commend Good-nature and Beneficence 
in others: while uncharitable Dealings and crue! 
Practices are offenſive to all that behold them. E- 
very one hates and abhors the mean, felfſh, and il} 
natur d Diſpoſition of thoſe who take care of no body 
but themſelves. All which are plain Indications of 
what our Nature ſuggeſts in ſuch Caſes. And hence 
a Practice agreeable thereto is uſually ſtiled Huma- 
nity; as the contrary has the odious Name — 
manity annext to it. 
Secondly, No Practice beſides, whatſoever, affords 
ſo real and ſolid a pleaſure to a Man, as that of 
Doing Good. Pleaſure is the general aim of all Men. 
Nothing bears ſo great a ſway among them; nor 
do any Actions more ftrongly ſolicit their Affecti- 
ons, than thoſe which are attended with the proſpect 
of being pleaſant and delightful to them. And if ſo, 
what can then be more pleaſant, than to do that 
which of all things in the World we are, as it were, 
made for, and moſt inclin'd to? To ſatisfy the moſt 
importunate cravings of our natural Appetites and In- 
clinations > When a Good Man does Good to others, 
he does not more oblige thoſe who receive the Be- 
nefit, than gratify and pleaſe himſelf in accepting 
the 
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the opportunity of doing it. He eaſes his own Na- 
ture and Bowels, when he reaches forth his helping 
hand to the relief of others. To this our Saviour's 
Words recorded by St. Paul, As xx. 35, do bear 
teſtimony, when he (aid, It is more bleſſed to Give 
than to Receive. And for the truth of it I may ap- 
peal to the experience of all Good Men, whether 
ever any Actions they perform'd in all their lives, 
were attended with fo pure and fo ſavoury a delight, 
as thoſe of Beneficence and Doing Good. 

To ſee the alteration a ſeaſonable Relief makes in 
2 poor Wretch, that was juſt before ſtruggling with 
Miſery and Want, that through the anguiſh and 
bitterneſs of his Soul went on heavily and mourn- 
ing; how it puts a new Life into him, as it were, 
and raiſes his drooping Soul; how it diſpels that 
heavineſs which hung on his Brow, and diffuſes a 
new vigour and joy over his Countenance; how 
ſuddenly it makes him forget his — and 
opens his Mouth in Praiſes and Bleſſings to God, 
and in Prayers for his Benefactors. 

Mok zOovEx, Such Adions as theſe are not only 
attended with a moſt grateful complacency of Mind 
while in Acting, but the reflection upon them after- 
wards does affect the Soul in the moſt pleaſing man- 
ner, and are a never-failing ſpring of Joy and Peace. 
Whereas, what is any other Pleaſure worth, compar'd 
with 
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with this? This is unchangeable and laſting, while 
the other ſoon vaniſhes and is gone, like a ſudden 
flaſh; and if it be finful, leaves a bitter remembrance 
behind it, a wound in the Conſcience, the thoughts 
of it are uneaſy ever afterwards; Sadneſs and Melan- 
choly come in the place of it, Guilt and Fear, Re- 
pentance and Sorrow follow it. 

FURTHER yet, The remembrance of Good 
Deeds, affords true Comfort in every ſtate and con- 
dition of Life afterwards. They are, as it were, a 
ſtock of Joy laid up againſt an Evil-day. When 
Calamity and Sickneſs come upon us, and all other 
Pleafures are become very inſipid to us, they, like 
true Friends, ſtand by us and chear us in that ſad 
time. Nay, when we are going out of this World 
into the other, what Cordial can refreſh us like this; 
to be able, amidſt the pangs of Death, to look back 

upon the Good we have done in our Lives? To con- 
fider, that we have faithfully employed thoſe Ta- 
lents our Great Lord and Maſter had entruſted us 
with, to his Glory and the Good of Mankind > Then 
the remembrance of one Pound laid out in Charity, 
for the relief of his poor Creatures, and our diſtreſſed 
Brethren, will yield more true Peace and Comfort to 
us, than of Thouſands left behind us in our Coffers. 
'Tis not how great Riches we have heaped together, 
but what Good we have done with what we had, 
will 
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will then be the Queſtion; and as we can give a 
good account thereof to our Conſciences, fo will be 
our Comfort and Joy then, and our Glory atter- 
| Thirdly, To be Charitable and do Good to others 
in their Neceſſities, is what Prudence ſuggeſts to every 
one of us, from the conſideration of the great uncer- 
tainty of our own Condition in this World. Every 
'body that makes any obſervation of the things of this 
World, cannot but be convinc'd, by innumerable 
Inſtances, how unſtable and uncertain all things here 
are. There is no Man's Condition fo great and flou- 
riſhing in the World, but it may ſoon be c „as 


* 


that of Jobs was, into the contrary. Riches are no 


certain Poſſeſſion; for as the Wiſeman tells us, Prov. 
XXIli. 5. They oftentimes makes themſelves wings and 
fly away as an Eagle toward beaven. They ſeem to 
- withdraw themſelves from Mens enjoyment, as it 
were of their own accord; but there is a ſecret Pro- 
vidence of God directing them tu it. He oftentimes, 


for very wiſe Reaſons, beſt known to Himſelf, chan- 


ges the Owners of them, taking them from one, and 
giving them to another. He-maketh Rich, and be 
maleth Poor. He lifteth up one, and bringeth down 
another. Now, ſince ſuch is the fluctuating ſtate of 
all things in this World, that we may in a little time 
need his Pity and Help, who now requeſteth ours, it 
is 
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is certainly a great point of Prudence for every Mun 
to provide for the worſt, by liberally diſpenſing his 
Charity to others, while he is able to do it, that if it 
ſhould come to his own turn to ſtand in need of it 
from others, he may find relief and ſuccour from their 
Bounty. Hence, ſays the Wiſeman, Ecclus. iii. 31. 
He that doth good turns is mindfid of that which may 
come hereafter, and when be falleth be ſball find a ſtaz. 
And agreeably hereunto, I do believe, that it has hard- 
ly ever fai'd, (the Providence of God fo ordering it) 
but that they who have been Charitable to others in 
their Neceflities, have, in the time of their own di- 
ſtreſs found a ſeaſonable relief from others. 

Fourthly, Doing Good with Riches, is the very end 
for which they are given to men, and the beſt uſe 
that can be made of them. It would be a thought 
very unworthy of God, the Great Creator and Lover 
of Mankind, to imagine, that He, out of meer parti- 
ality to ſome Men, gives them a vaſt abundance of 
Riches, to ſerve their own Turns only, and : 
miniſter to their Luxury, Wantonneſs, and Exceſs, 
while he ſuffers others to be deſtitute of the common 
Neceſſaries of Life, to go mourning all their days for 
Diſtreſs and Miſery, and be ready to be ftarv'd for 
Want. No, the wiſe Governor of the World has very 
wile and gracious Ends of his Providence to ſerve, by 


93 be thus 1 By 
theſe 
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theſe He tries and exerciſes the Vertues of Men, in 
order to a greater Reward hereafter to each of them. 
By Theſe He intends that the Faith and Patience of 
the Poor, and the Charity and Bounty of the Rich, 
ſhould be made conſpicuous. God is the Great Lord 
and Proprietor of all; and has appointed the Rich 
Men of the World to be his Stewards, enriching them 
on purpoſe for this very end, that they may, out of 
their abundance, ſupply the Neceſſities of thoſe that 
lack, and take care that none in his Great Family of 
the World, ſhould periſh for want of what is needful 
for their ſapport and maintenance. And if inſtead of 
_ faithfully diſcharging this Great Truſt committed to 
them, they laviſ away their Wealth in Profuſeneſs 
and Vanity, or only pamper themſelves with their 
Lord's Allowance, they will certainly receive a very 
ſevere Doom from him, when they come at the Laſt- 

Day to give an account of their Stewardſbip. 
Ad deſides, the whole benefit of Riches conſiſts 
in their Uſefulneſs. "Tis the Heart and Skill to uſe 
them wiſely and nobly, that is, to ſpend them libe- 
rally, and with Diſcretion, in Works of Mercy and 
Bounty, which turns them into a Convenience, and 
makes them the Ornament, and Comfort, and Bleſſing 
of our Lives. Whereas Wealth, abſtracted from an 
Ixcention of Doing Good therewith, is a cumberſome, 


— and miſchievous Thing, productive of 
Trouble, 
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Trouble, Sorrow and Sin, and fo not worth a Wiſe 
or a Good Man's diſterbing himſelf with it. 

Ah, To be Charitable to the Aſſlicted and Mi- 
ſerable, is a Duty, than which there is no other in 
the whole Chriſtian Religion, more frequently in- 
culcated, nor more indilpenſably required of us. 
| The whole Golpel of Crurisr, from one end of 
it to the other, is full of Commands for the perfor- 
mance of it; which are all ſo well known, that I 
ſhall only juſt refreſh your Memories with the repe- 
tition of ſome few of them. Thus St. Like vi. 36. 
Be merciſiul as your Father is mercifid. Rom. xi. 10, 
13. Be kindly affefioned one to another with bro- 
tberly love, difiributing to the neceſſity of the Saints, 


that is, of Chriſtians. Col. iii. 12. Put on bowels of 


mere aud pity. 1 Pet. iii. 9. Have compaſſion one 
of anather, love as Brethren, be pitiſul. Epheſ. iv. 
32. Be ye kind one to another, and tender-bearted ; 
and the like. In other places, being Charitable to 
thoſe in Diſtreſs, is declared to be the moſt valuable 
and ſubſtantial Part of the Chriſtian Religion. Thus 
St. Fames i. 27. Pure Religion and undefiled before 
Gad is this, to viſit the fatherleſs and widows in their 
Allien. And S. Jobs fays, 1 Ep. iii. y. Whoſo beth 
Shis worlds Goods, and ſeeth bis Brother bath need, 
and ſbutteth up bis bowels of compaſſion from him, 
bow dwelleth the love of God in bim & And again, 

C 2 1 John 
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iv. 20. He that lovetb not bis brother, whom 
HD how can be love God, whom be bath 

not ſeen? And St. Paul ſays, Rom. xiii. 10. Love 


is the fulfilling of the whole Law. We may lay 


i i | there is 
down this as an infallible Rule, that where er 
no Love of God, there can be no true Religion; 


Brother alſo. All other appearances of Religion, 
without Charity and Good Works, are but meer ſhow 


and pretence only; neither Go nor our Saviour 


ri thank us for them. We do greatly diſ- 
ſelves unworthy of any relation to it, if we wilfub- 
ly and conſtantly fail in a Point of Chriſtian Duty. 


which the bleſſed Author of our Religion, thought ſo 


material, as to give us frequent Commands for the 
Practice of it. We muſt therefore join Charity to 
Men with our Services to Gop, if ever we expect 
his acceptance here, or his favour hereafter. _- 
Sixthly, To ſhew Compaſſion and Relief to the 

Diſtreſſed and Miſerable, to be kind and helpful to 
them in their Neceſſities, is a Work of the higheſt 
excellency and perfection. There is nothing be- 
fides, wherein we Mortals can ſo nearly reſemble 
reg Broary Ad yr To be Bexeficen 
and ready to Do Good to others, is to act like Gon. 
who glories in nothing, more than in Doing Good 
con- 


and this we are told cannot be without Love to our 


N 


- 
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, 
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continually to all his Creatures. 7 am the Lord, 


ys he, Ferem. ix. 24. that exerciſe Loving-kindneſe, 


in thefe things I delight, ſuith the Lord. He has 
ever loved to proclaim himſelf to the World, by the. 
Titles of Good, and Gracious, and Father, a Name 
that carries in it the greateſt tenderneſs of Affection, 
that can be expreſſed. And accordingly has always 
ſhown himſelf full of Bowels, full of Compaſhon to 
the Poor and Indigent z and ready to ſuecour them 
by his Providence, by putting it into the Hearts of 


Men of Wealth and Ability to ſupply their Wants; 
ſtrictly charging them to give and diſtribute to them, 


upon all proper Occafions, with a promiſe of repay- 
ing them Himſelf with Bleſſings, when they do ſo. 

Moxeoves, To act thus, is to act like the ever 
bleſſed Son of Gop, the moſt gracious and com- 
paſſionate Saviour of Mankind, whoſe conſtant un- 


wearied Employment it was, when here on Earth, 


to go about doing Good, by relieving the Neceſſities 


of Men, both in their Bodies and in their Souls. 
And at laft to do the greateſt Good of all, ſhed out 


his very Blood, and died for their Salvation. And 
then, what more excellent or more glorious Work 


can we be employed in; than That wherein God 


himſelf delights; and of which the Son of Gop 
came down from Heaven, to give us an Example in 


his own Practice, that we might go and do likewiſe > 


[18 ] 
Laſth, To all the foregoing Motives to this ex- 
| cellent Duty of Charity and Doing Good to others, 
give me leave to add this one more, for your en- 
| couragement to the Practice of it; and that is this, 
That the Bleſſings of Heaven and Earth, the Com- 
forts of this Life, and- the Joys of the other, arc 
all made over to it, by the expreſs Promiſe of Him, 
who can never fail us nor deceive us. 
Fri, With relation to this Life, is promiſed 
- Proſperity ia all our Affairs. Thus fays Gob to the 
Children of Iſrael by Moſes, Dua. xv. 10. Let not 
thy beart be grieved, when thou giveit to thy poor Bro- 
ther, becauſe that for this thing the Lora thy God ſhall 
bleſs thee in all thy works, and in all that thou putteft 
thine band unto. Thriving in Wealth and Eftate is 
the eſpecial reward of it. Riches and Plenteouſneſs 
are in the bouſe of the Numa, that is, the Chari- 
table and Merciful Man, ſays Devid, Pſal. cxii. 3. 
and Solomon ſays, The liberal ſoul ſhell be made far, 
Prov. xi. 25. It is the beſt means of deriving a Bleſ- 
ſing upon our Poſterity, as well as our ſelves. The 
Righteous is merciful and lendeth, and bis ſeed is bie 
ſed, Pſal. xxzvii. 26. and again, cxii. 2. His Seed 
ſhall be mighty upon earth, the Generation of the up- 
| Tight ſhall be blefſed. And thus the ſame holyPerſon 
gives atteſtation to this Truth, from his own long 
experience and obſervation 1 heve bees young and 
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now am old, and yet ſaw I never the Righteous furſa- 
ken, nor bis Seed begging their bread, Plal. xxxvil 25. 
And I may here further add, that beſides the eſpecial 
Promiſe of Gop, and the care of his good Providence, 
which uſually concerneth itſelf in ſome remarkable 
manner, for the ſupport of the pious Charitable Man, 
in times of difficulty and danger; the very nature of 
ly to have their Reward in this Life, as well as the 
other; for no Practice befides whatſoever gets a Man fo 
many Friends, nor procures him fo fair a Reputation 
in the World, nor enclines others to pray ſo heartily 
for his Proſperity, as the Good Works of the Chari- 
table Man do. Every one thinks himſelf concern d 
in Intereſt to promote his Good, who by his Com- 
paſſion to others in their Diſtreſs, ſhows himſelf to be 
2 common Patron and Benefactor to Mankind. 
Bur then, Secondy, as to the next World, there 
is a Reward infinitely beyond all this promiſed to 
the (haritable; The Mercifid, ſays our Saviour, ſbal 
obtain Mercy, Matt. v. 7. Then when at that Great 
Day, we muſt all appear before the Judgment-Seat 

of CR IS r, to receive according to our Deeds, 

which we have done in the Fleſh, the whole Tranſ- 
action of that Great Affair, ſeems, by the Account 
which C1815T has given us of it Matt. xxv. to 
turn chiefly upon this, what Good we have done, and 


what 


the leaff of theſe my Brethren ye have done it unto me; 
enter ye into the Foy of your Lord. But of thoſe, who 


the relief of his poor diſtreſſed Creatures, nor oblige = 


ö 


ſeveral Motives to this moſt excellent Duty of Charity, 
I proceed now to Report to you the preſent ſtate of 
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what we have omitted, when it was in our power, 
and accordingly ſhall be our Reward or our Puniſh- 


ment to all Eternity. Acts of Charity will then have 


the Preference given them, above all other Actions 


whatſoever of a Man's Life beſides. They who ſhall 
have wiped away Tears from the Eyes of the Widow, 
the Orphan, and the Fatherlefs, and made the Hearts 


of the Diſtreſſed and Indigent; the Strangers, the Sick 
and the Impriſoned leap for Joy, by the ſeaſonable 


and bountiful Supplies of their Charity, they ſhall 
hear that moſt raviſhing Invitation from their graci- 
ous Judge, Come ye bleſſed of my Fatber, inberit the 
Kingdom prepared for you from-the foundation of the 
World; and the reaſon which will be given for it, is 
this; Inaſmuch, will he ſay, as ye haue done it unto 


would do nothing, or very little for God's fake, for 


him in ſuccouring them, fad, very fad, will be the 
Doom. To ſuch, he tells us, he will then ſay, De- 
part from me ye curſed into everlaſting fire, prepared 


Ax p thus having endeavour'd to lay before you 


the Publick Charities of this Great andRenown'd City. 
Chriff's- 
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The Report. 
Chriff's-Hoſpital. 
Children put forth Apprentices, and diſcharged 
out of Chriſt s- Hoſpital the Year laſt paſt, 86. nine 
whereof being Inſtructed in the Mathematicks and 


Navigation, were placed forth Apprentices to Com- 

manders of Ships. fs 
Children Buried the Year laſt paſt, 10. 
Children now remaining er the Care and 


Charge of the ſaid Hoſpital are 910. and 104. new- 
ly Admitted, amounting in all to 1014. 


St. Bart holomet - Ha 5 

There have been cured and diſcharged from St. 

Bartholomew's-Hoſpital the Year laſt paſt, of woun- 

diſeaſed Perſons, out of this Great City, and other 

Parts of His Majeſty's Deminions, and from Foreign 

Parts 3619. many of which have been relieved with 

Money and other Neceſlaries at their departure. 

Buried this Year, after much charge in 7 9 

( ͤ 

Perſons ſtill remaining under Cure. 541. 

8 In all — 444 


St. Thomas's-Hoſpital. 
From St. Thomas's-Hoſpital have this laſt Year 
deen Cured and Diſcharged of fick, wounded, maim- 
| ed Soldiers and Seamen, and other diſeaſed Perſons, 
- | 4127731. 
| Sond thin bf Ter —— r 3 
7 Lemaining under — —Ufk 
3s that there are, or have 24 90. 
under * 3 


ital. 


Bridew el- 
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Bridewel- Hoſpital. 

Received this laſt Year into the Hoſpital of Bride- 
wel, of Vagrants and other Indigent — Miſerable 
People ——- — 317. 
Maintained in the ſaid Hoſpital and | brought up in 
divers Arts and Trades, at the only Charge of the 


aid Hoſpital, Apprentices, 91.  Inall-—408 


Bethlebem- Hoſpital. 

Admitted into the Hoſpital of Bethlehem, this laſt 
Year, of Diſtracted Men and Women, 75. Cured 65. 
Buried 15. Fug g ſtill under Cure — 148. 

In all - 303. 

Continual A are made to the Governors 
for the Admiſſion of others. 

Some Benefactions having lately been given to be 
applied to the uſe of Incurable Lunaticks, a Building 
is begun for that purpoſe, and ſome Perſons are alrea- 
dy admitted upon that Eſtabliſhment ; but the Re- 
venues of the faid Hoſpital not anſwering the preſent 
annual Charges, there will be no means of ſupporting 


an Additional Expence for Incurables, without the 
Contribution of Charitable Perſons. 


 London-Workbouſe. 


Children in the Houſe at L 1726.— 168. 
Since Admitted - — — 351. 


Of theſe Diſcharged and put forth to Apprentices, 


or to Services in ſeveral 0 — 36. 


Buried — 2 3 1 
Remaining at 1727. ———— 177. 
Theſe are religiouſly Educated according to the 
Uſage of the Church of England, are re Foc in 
Spinning Wool, Sewing, and Knitting, and are Dieted 

and 
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and Clothed, and duly taken care of in Sickneſs, and 
are beſides taught to Read, and Write, and Caſt-Ac- 
compts, whereby they are qualified for Services and 
honeſt Employments, and have Money given with 
them when put forth Apprentices, if Benefactors or 
Freemens Children of the City of London. 
The Real Eſtate belonging to this Houſe being very 
ſmall, has prevented the Admitting Children m the 
uſual manner. The Undertaking is reduc d to great 
— and  -— oP 1 
agabonds, Beggars, Pi other young 
Vagrants and Diſorderly Perſons duly commited in 
the Year laſt paſt, were 285. and 54. remained at 
Lady-day 1726. In all — ——————o-- 339 
Diſcharged 305. Buried 3. Remaining at Lady- 
day 1727. —— 31. „ 

Theſe have proper Relief, and are rr in 
beating Hemp and waſhing Linen. Many of them 
have been brought to a ſenſe of their Crimes, and 
many Reformed. 

Of the Children here Educated ſince the Lear 1701 
have been Diſcharg d and put out to Apprentices and 
other Services (excluding the preſent Account of 

this Year) 1874, And within that time 13465 
Vagabonds, Beggars, and notorious Impoſtors have 
been Committed, and puniſhed with Confinement 


and hard Labour. 
Died of the Children — 256. 
Of the Vagabonds. —— 89. 


THESE are indeed Great, Uſeful, and Noble Cha- 
rities, and ſuch as the very mention of them cannot 
but, in the Fir# place, excite all Good Men to re- 
turn the moſt devout and grateful Praiſes and Thankſ- 

5 D 2 givings 
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givings toGoD, for having put it into the Hearts of 
Men of Wealth and Ability to have done fo much, 
for the Relief of the various Wants of the Diſtreſſed 
and Miſerable; and in the Second place, to remember 
with Honour all thoſe excellent Perſons who have 
been exerciſed therein. Theſe are but juſt Tributes 
to be paid upon a Day of ſuch Solemnity as This is, 
that Go D's Name ſhould be Praiſed, and that thoſe 
Merciful and Good Men, who were the Glory of 
their Times, in being Benefactors to the Miſerable Part 
of Mankind, ſhould not be forgotten, but tho their 
Bodies are buried in Peace, yet their Memories ſhould 
live for evermore. 
_ Grve me leave, in the Third place, to add one 
Thing more, which is this, That I hope this Report 
of the Great Things which have been done for the 
Glory of Go p, for the Good of Mankind, and for 
the Honour of this Noble City, by thoſe that have 
gone before, will raiſe up a Spirit of Emulation in 
thoſe Men of Wealth that are now living, to follow 
their Glorious Example, and to Go and Do likewiſe. 

For I cannot but with ſome ſort of Grief and Com- 
paſſion obſerve to you, that notwithſtanding all the 
Great Benefactions which have been hitherto Given 
for theſe Noble Purpoſes, the preſent Governours of 
the ſeveral Hoſpitels, do, in as decent and humble a 
manner as they can, complain, that all theſe excellent 
Foundations have great Wants, in each of them, ſtill 
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remaining to be ſupplied; Fires and other Accidents 
having ſo far leſſened their Revenues, that they do 
greatly ſtand in need of farther Aſſiſtances from your | 
Charity, to defray their annual Expences of them. 

I fay your Charity; for to whom can they more 
properly addreſs themſelves, than to the Right Ho- 
nourablethe chief Governor, the worthy Magiſtrates, 
and other the wealthy Members of this great and 
flouriſhing City, whom Go p has been pleas d to bleſs 
with Riches, in a far greater abundance, than he has 
done the Inhabitants of any other City, now in the 
World beſides, that we know of? 
Do You therefore, who are thus ſcituated in this 
_ vaſt degree of Plenty, permit me, in the Name of the 
prudent and careful Governours of the ſeveral Haſpi- 
tals, moſt humbly to importune you, that you would 
cout of your great abundance be pleas d to make them 
ſuitable Supplies for their Deficiencies. 
CoNSIDER, I befeech you, what a vaſt deal of 
Good you may hereby do to far greater Numbers of 
indigent and wretched Creatures, to the Publick, and 
even to your own ſelves. How you may thus reſcue 
greater Multitudes of poor diftrefſed Orphans, from 
Want and Beggary, from wandring about the Streets, 
forlorn and deſtitute, and expoſed to almoſt certain 
Miſery and Ruine, and may be the happy means of 
aſſiſting them to make an uſeful Figure hercafter in 


the 
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the World, by the Diligence and Induſtry which your 
good Education may have taught them : How you 
may reſtore to Health, and Eaſe, and ſoundneſs of 
Body many more miſerable Wretches, mourning and 
languiſhing under Sickneſs and Infirmities, wrackt 
with Pains, and diſtracted almoſt with the anguiſh 
of them, or at leaſt provide, if their Complaints are 
Incurable, that to all their other unhappy Miſeries 
may not be added, even want of Pity and Compaſſion: 
How you may thus help to give a check to many 
more diforderly and vicious Perſons, and do them 
the greateſt Charity, by reſtraining them by the 
prudent and ſevere Diſcipline, which they meet with 
in the Houſes of Correction, from following their 
old abominable Courſes, and oftentimes bringing 
them to ſo good a ſenſe of Things, as to make them 
act more wiſely for the future for their own Good, 
and thereby become more uſeful to others, to whom 
they were before the Peſts and Plagues : How you 
may thus reſtore many ſad and deplorable Objects, 
ditturb'd in their Reaſon and Underſtanding, to a 
ſound Mind, and thereby to a ſenſe of their Miſery, 
which they were before inſenſible of, and enable 
them to bleſs Go p in his Sanctuary, for their Cures 


and to Pray for themſelves and their Benefactors: 
How by making a more plentiful Proviſion for the 
Work-Hoyſes you may enlarge the Number of them, 

which 
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which are ſo uſeful and neceſſary for the teaching and 
encouraging of Induſtry, and for the prevention of 


Idleneſs, that main ſource of all manner of licent ious 
Wickedneſs and Prophaneneſs, and fo reduce the 
number of vagrant, impudent, and lazy Beggars in 
your Streets, which are a ſcandal to the good Go- 
vernment of this Renowned City, and even to Religi- 
on itſelf, and are too too often the occaſion of 'T hefts 
and Robberies, and other groſs Enormities: and laſtly, 
How you will thus promote the greater Benefit of the 
Publick, and even the greater Comfort of your own = 
AND are not theſe things then worthy of your 
| moſt ſerious regard? Can any of you, who are worth 
many Thouſands, grudge now to devote ſome Portion 
of that vaſt Wealth, which God has bleſt you with- 


Al, to the relief of his poor diſtreſſed Creatures? I 


dare ſay, if ſeveral of you would but reſolve to lay 
alide yearly ſome Portion of your large Annual In- 
comes, it would ſoon grow to fo great a Summ, as 
to be able to ſupply the Wants of your Hoſpitals, and 
foon put them out of Debt, and place them in a flou- 
riſhing Condition, and you in the mean time be never 
the poorer for it. Nay, I do verily believe, fo far 
from that, that it would rather procure a Bleſſing 0 
all your other Poſſeſſions. It would be far more ho- 
nourable for you, to have it found in your Wills, 


Lem, 


1 

rem, ſomany Hundred, or ſo many Thouſand Pounds 
to the poor Hoſpitals of this City, than Forty, Thirty, 
or Twenty Thouſand Pounds to every Son and Daugh- 
ter, and not the leaſt mention made of Them. Theſe 
will better embalm your Memories, and preſerve your 
Names, than all the rich Spices and Odours of the 
World will do your Bodies. When They are all ſpent 
and gone, no body almoſt knows how, and perhaps 
have been the ruine of thoſe who were once the un- 
happy Poſſeſſors of them, by the Pride, Profuſeneſs 
and Luxury, which they were the Temptations to; 
Theſe will remain a never-failing Fund, for ſupplying 
the Neceſſities of the diſtreſſed Part of Mankind; for 
Praiſes and Thankſgivings to Gop; for the Encou- 
ragement of Induſtry, Piety and Vertue; for the Diſ- 
couragement of Vice and Wiekedneſs; and be the 
Means of bringing down continually from Gop, the 
Father of Mercy, and the Lover of all Goodneſs, 
Greater and Greater Bleſſings on this Noble and Re- 
nowned City, and all the Inhabitants of it, as the 
Good Effects of theſe Uſeful and Excellent Charities 
ſnall more and more enereaſe. 

I ſhall conclude all with that admirable Collect of 
our Church, O Lord, who haft taught us that all our 
Doings without Charity are nothing worth, ſend thy 


Holy Gba, and pour into our Hearts that moſt excel- . 


lent Gift of Charity, the very bond of Peace, &c. 
F. 
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